
Mentorship Program

2011

Applications open 1 October 2010  
and close 29 October 2010
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Angelo Loukakis (convenor) is the ASA’s executive 
director. He is a past member of the Literature Board 
of the Australia Council and former chair of the NSW 
Writers’ Centre. He has taught writing, publishing 
and editing at UTS and the Australian Catholic 
University. His latest novel, Houdini’s Flight, was 
released in June 2010. 

Gabrielle Carey is a writer and author of eight books. 
She has a Master of Arts (English) from the Australian 
Catholic University and a Doctorate of Creative Arts 
from the University of Western Sydney. She currently 
works as a lecturer in writing at UTS.

Sue Gough is an award-winning writer of young 
adult novels. She has served as deputy chair of the 
Literature Fund and on the board of the Queensland 
State Library. She judges the young adult section 
of the Queensland Premier’s Awards and the State 
Library Young Writers Award.

Fiona McGregor has published three novels: Au Pair, 
Chemical Palace, and Indelible Ink; a book of interlinked 
short stories, Suck My Toes; and a travel memoir 
about a performance art tour called Strange Museums. 
She has taught creative writing at UTS, Macquarie 
University and Sydney University. 

David Musgrave is a poet, novelist and critic. His 
third poetry collection, Phantom Limb, and latest novel, 
Glissando - A Melodrama, were released in 2010. David 
is the publisher at Puncher & Wattmann and lectures 
in creative writing at the University of Newcastle.

Tohby Riddle is an award-winning author and 
illustrator, and former editor of The School Magazine, 
a literary magazine for children. His picture books 
The Great Escape from City Zoo, The Singing Hat, Irving 
the Magician and Nobody Owns the Moon have all 
been shortlisted for the CBC Picture Book of the Year. 
Tohby is Edinburgh International Book Festival’s 
Illustrator-in-Residence for 2010.

About the ASA 
The Australian Society of Authors is the professional 
association for Australia’s literary creators with 
3000 members in Australia and overseas. The ASA 
represents everyone who writes or illustrates for 
publication. 

ASA members receive a regular newsletter and 
three issues of the Australian Author magazine per 
year. New members receive a complimentary copy 
of Between the Lines: A legal guide for writers and 
illustrators by Lynne Spender (Keesing Press, 2004).

The ASA provides friendly and accessible information 
and advice on all aspects of writing and publishing, 
offers professional development opportunities 
and advocates on behalf of authors to all levels of 
government.

Our achievements for authors include the 
introduction of Public Lending Right and Educational 
Lending Right, establishing Copyright Agency 
Limited and setting up the Australian Copyright 
Council. Our current campaigns include fairer e-book 
royalties and contracts, and the introduction of tax-
free grants, awards and prizes.

Published writers can join the ASA as Full members 
($150 per year plus a one-off $22 joining fee). Anyone 
who is interested in the craft of writing, but is as 
yet unpublished, is welcome to join as an Affiliate 
member ($110 plus the joining fee). 

To join the ASA, visit www.asauthors.org or call us on 
(02) 9318 0877.

Promoting and protecting the professional interests 
of Australia’s literary creators since 1963



About the program
The Australian Society of Authors (ASA) is offering 
15 mentorships for talented writers and picture book 
illustrators (PBIs) in 2011.

The ASA mentorship program aims to give successful 
applicants the chance to develop their work-in-
progress to a publishable standard. 

Applications are judged on literary merit.

Successful applicants will have the opportunity  
to work closely with a mentor of their choice for  
30 hours over one year. 

The ASA’s mentors’ register is available online at 
www.asauthors.org. Applicants are also free to 
nominate a mentor who is not on the register.

Entry is free for ASA members and $55 per entry for 
non-members. Use a separate entry form for each 
entry.

Results will be announced by letter in November 2010.

Supported by Copyright Agency Limited.

Eligibility criteria
To be eligible to apply, you must:

●	 be aged 18 or over on 29 October 2010.

●	 have not published a full-length work of fiction, 
literary non-fiction, poetry, Young Adult literature 
or children’s writing/picture book illustration.  
(See FAQs for definitions and exclusions)

●	 have a substantial work-in-progress completed 
to at least first draft stage and not under 
consideration by, or contracted to, a publisher.

●	 be an Australian citizen or permanent resident.

	 Frequently Asked Questions are answered on the 
ASA’s website, www.asauthors.org

Submission guidelines
1.	Entries will be accepted only in the genres of 

fiction, non-fiction, poetry, graphic novels, Young 
Adult literature, children’s writing and picture 
book illustration. 

2.	Entries must be in hard copy, and held together by 
one paperclip or bulldog clip. Faxed and emailed 
applications will not be accepted. 

3.	Attach to the entry form a sample of your work-in-
progress of no more than 10 pages (typed, double-
spaced, single-sided, on white A4 paper — samples 
in any other form will not be accepted). 
Poets should submit eight to ten poems, in  
any format, up to a maximum of 10 pages. 
Picture book illustrators should submit a story 
outline or draft or manuscript; a (rough) storyboard 
or dummy for book; and a sample of illustration 
technique and style you intend to use. Please 
submit COPIES only.  
Manuscripts, storyboards/dummies and 
illustrations will not be returned. 

4.	On a separate sheet of paper, please describe in no 
more than 300 words: 

	 ●	 the nature of your writing project and its current 
stage of progress; and

	 ●	 what you would like to achieve through the 
mentorship program. 

5.	Please include a brief literary CV.
6.	Participants who are published as a result of the 

program agree to acknowledge the support of the 
ASA and Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) in their 
published work.

7.	Entries must be post-marked no later than Friday, 
29 October 2010. Late entries will not be accepted.

8.	The judges will not be able to provide comments  
or feedback.

    For more information phone the ASA  
on (02) 9318 0877 or email jill@asauthors.org

ASA Mentorship Program 2011 Entry Form
1.	Name:  _____________________________________________

	 Address:  ___________________________________________

	 ____________________________________________________

	 State:  __________    P/code  ___________

	 Ph:  _______________________

	 Email:  _____________________________________________

2.	What genre is your work-in-progress? Non-fiction  ❒ YA ❒ 

Fiction  ❒  Poetry  ❒  Graphic Novel  ❒  Children’s  ❒  PBI  ❒

3.	Please list three writers from the ASA’s mentors’ register 
(www.asauthors.org) with whom you would like to work:

	 ____________________________________________________

	 ____________________________________________________

	 ____________________________________________________

4.	 If your preferred mentor is not on the ASA’s mentors’ 
register, please nominate them here: 

	 ____________________________________________________

5.	 I am an ASA member ❒ OR I enclose a cheque ❒  
money order ❒ (made out to Australian Society of Authors) 
OR credit card details ❒ (tick one) for $55. 

__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__| 

Exp Date  ____/____  Name on card  ___________________ 

Cardholder signature: ________________________________

6.	 I certify that this manuscript is my own original work.

	 Signed:  ____________________________________________

Entries must be post-marked no later than  
Friday 29 October 2010. Send your entry to: 

	 Mentorship Program 2011 
Australian Society of Authors 
PO Box 1566 
Strawberry Hills NSW 2012

All entries will be acknowledged in writing in November 2010


